THE STORM IN THE WEST       143

convinced the Prime Minister that his own writings isso.
of 1874 on the Vatican Decrees were not dis-
tinguished by worldly wisdom. For if, as Macaulay
said5 in a country where people worship cows, the
differences between Christians seem less than usually
important, it was tempting to remind Mr. Gladstone
that, if his own words were true, Lord Bipon in
becoming a convert to Rome had " placed his civil
loyalty and duty at the mercy of another."1

In one respect,, and in one respect alone, Mr. Glad-
stone was fortunate at the outset of his new career.
With the beginning of May the Pall Mall Gazette, The new
which under its first editor,, Mr. Frederick Green-
wood, had been his ablest and most formidable
opponent in the metropolitan press, changed hands
and politics. The new editor, Mr. John Morley,
agreed at that time less with the Prime Minister
than with the President of the Board of Trade, but
he gave invaluable support to the Liberal Govern-
ment from the philosophic point of view, and his
influence was most felt where democratic principles
have least play. Mr. Greenwood soon found in
the St. James's Gazette an outlet for his hatred of
Radicalism and his pungent style, but the addition
of a novel force to the Liberal journalism of
London came at the right moment for a Cabinet
surrounded by difficulties which had to be faced.

Otherwise the Government of 1880 seemed to
be marked with misfortune from the beginning.
Scarcely had it  been   formed when   a   Cabinet
Minister suffered disaster.    Sir William Harcourt Harcourt's
had sat for the city of Oxford since 1868, but on defeat
presenting himself for re-election as Home Secretary

1 The Earl of Kenmare, an hereditary Catholic, was at the same
time appointed Lord Chamberlain., and had the honour to be coupled
with Lord Ripon in many resolutions of protest. An organ of High
Churchmanship^ on the other hand,, expressed its satisfaction that the
new Viceroy was at least a Christian. Those who play at religions
persecution play with edged tools.